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1789; some questions go back to the age of Louis XIV, and
even to that of Charlemagne. It would also involve the
difficult technical study of the military and naval forces of
the various countries, their plans of campaign, the relation
of the military to the civilian authorities in each country,
the psychology of fear, and all the other factors which go
to make up the somewhat vague conceptions of "militarism"
and "navalism" as causes of war. No less important would
be the analysis of that complex force which first began to
be a powerful, disruptive agency during the French Revolu-
tion, and which steadily gathered strength for a century
and a quarter, which we call "nationalism." This in turn
is closely bound up with psychological and political ques-
tions of race, religion, democracy, education, and popular
prejudice. Still more important, in many minds, as under-
lying causes of the War are the intricate political and eco-
nomic problems which have arisen from the transformation
of society during the past hundred years by the modern in-
dustrial system which began in England and subsequently
penetrated more or less all the great countries of the world—
problems of excess population, food supply, foreign markets
and raw materials, colonial possessions, and the accumula-
tion of capital seeking investment abroad. Finally, the in-
fluence of the newspaper press is a factor much greater than
commonly supposed in causing the World War. For decades
it fed the constant undercurrents of irritation of one coun-
try against another, and by its clamor and misrepresenta-
tions often made difficult or impossible the peaceful settle-
ment of sources of conflict. How far government officials
controlled newspaper opinion, and how far they themselves
were hampered in their freedom of action by it, is a subject
which greatly needs further careful historical investigation.
Obviously, no single volume can hope to deal thoroughly
with all these complex and interrelated factors which con-
stitute the underlying causes of the World War. They my

